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THE INTELLIGENT THIRD SPACE
FOR V IBRANT  MEANS AND ENDS

THE  CENTRAL  QUEST ION OF  OUR AGE IS . . . .
CAN WE EXCLUDE  EXCLUS IV ISM?

LET  US  JOIN HANDS
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The Indian Council of World Affairs was established in 1943 by a group of Indian intel-
lectuals as a think tank. It was registered as a non-official, non-political and non-profit 
organisation under the Registration of Societies Act 1860. By an Act of Parliament in 
2001, the Indian Council of World Affairs has been declared an institution of national 
importance. The Vice President of India is the ex-officio President of ICWA.

It is devoted exclusively for the study of international relations and foreign affairs. 
Historic international conferences like ‘Asian Relations Conference’ in 1947 under 
the leadership of freedom fighter Sarojini Naidu and ‘United Nations and the New 
World Order’ in 1994 have been held by this think tank in which world renowned 
dignitaries addressed huge gatherings of intellectuals. Scores of conferences, meetings 
and panel discussions have been organised by the Council in its elegant building called 
“Sapru House”.

INDIAN COUNCIL WORLD AFFAIRS

Asian Confluence initiates, stimulates and accelerates revival of the shared civiliza-
tional values between the peoples of India and South East Asia in order to strengthen 
our intellectual, economic, technological, political and security ties, and thus ensure 
that we become dependable and involved partners for the growth of all countries in 
emerging Asia. Headquartered in Shillong, the picturesque hill station in North East 
India, a special focus of the “Asian Confluence” is to provide an open platform that 
seeks to bring about, through cultural and intellectual exchanges, a better understand-
ing of India’s North Eastern region in the larger context of India as a responsible play-
er in East Asian geopolitics.

ASIAN CONFLUENCE
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Recognizing the immense significance of the composite region comprising India’s 
North Eastern Region and her Eastern Neighbours and the urgent necessity for in-
teractive and pro-active scholarship, the Asian Confluence  initiative of  “Scholars’ 
Collective” is conceived as  an evolving forum for new, forward-thinking and positive 
scholarship engaged in research and advocacy on Northeast India. Drawing on  the 
region’s  unique geopolitical significance, economic potential and cultural diversity, 
this initiative is an attempt at realizing a vigorous popular interaction from, by and 
about this region beyond the binaries of statist interventions and business initiatives. 
In regard for immense potential for new and innovative scholarship in this region, the 
idea inherent to this initiative is to take the opportunity to invite young minds to join 
the “Scholars’ Collective”, and participate through it in these emerging conversations 
on the future of this region that we propose to initiate through both new media and 
interactive presentations at seminars and workshops held from time to time.

The initiative is aimed at engaging young minds from the different parts of this region 
to move beyond the contingency of history and political geography of divided borders 
and lives, to move into a future that seeks to view the region in positive and progres-
sive terms. The idea is not to ignore the discordant interludes in community relations 
but to negotiate with it and move beyond. 

ASIAN CONFLUENCE SCHOLARS COLLECTIVE:

YOUNG SCHOLARS FORUM:

The Young Scholars Forum is aimed to be a sustained collaborative exercise between 
the Indian Council of World Affairs and the Scholars’ Collective. This Collaboration 
is to create a sustained academic voice for well researched solutions that address the 
deep rooted complex issues affecting the region as a whole and thereby strengthen 
India’s role.
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P.P.Shrivastav IAS (Retd.)
Former Member Northeastern Council

Member Governing Council
Asian Confluence

PREFACE

 The Shillong Dialogue with our neighbours in the South East Asia was aimed at consolidating the efforts 
made so far by the Asian Confluence to catalyze the process of restoring our shared heritage of close socio-cul-
tural, spiritual, economic and strategic bonding that existed not too long back, prior to colonization by foreign 
powers. Now that our peoples have regained independence, time is opportune for us in India and our S-E Asian 
neighbors to leverage our common history and aspirations to build a better, stable, peaceful and more prosperous 
future – for Asian Resurgence. 

 National Governments in S-E Asia also think alike and several initiatives have been agreed upon (like Look 
East Policy, BIMSTEC, Mekong-Ganga Cooperation etc by India) but the progress on the ground has been 
admittedly slow. This, we feel, is due to lack of complimentary and supplementary efforts by the Civil Society at 
the level of the community and the people. To mobilize them and channelize the streams of peoples’ aspirations 
and will at the local, regional and national levels into a forceful confluence has been the vision of the Asian Con-
fluence. Such confluence will encourage and enable the Governments (in the First Space) and the Business (in 
the Second Space) to seize the opportunity of the ground-swell (in the large Third Space of the people). This 
organic, functional and spatial synergy will ensure quick seamless all-round development of our broad SE-Asian 
region.  The Shillong Dialogue is the first firm step-together in the march forward on this long journey. The 
relevant issues were discussed in this International Conference and a comprehensive road-map for the journey 
ahead emerged in the shape of the Shillong Consensus. 

 Special attention has to be given to the active and purposeful involvement of the people, especially the youth, 
the bright boys and girls of the 8 States of our NE-Region, which form the land-bridge with our SE-Asian neigh-
bours. Their growth, prosperity and vigorous participation in economic activities would smoothen out whatever 
wrinkles remain in the developmental fabric of S-E Asia and also contribute to abiding stability by removing 
trust-deficit wherever it exists. That will usher in an era of growing prosperity and a boom in employment oppor-
tunity in sectors like tourism, health, education, agro-industries etc, giving the large service sector a major boost 
through sharing of skilled human capital of our youth. 

 The Shillong Consensus, the road-map that emerged out of the Shillong Dialogue is presented herein for 
your perusal. We look forward to vigorous follow-up of the ten main areas of consensus, besides others, and seek 
your support to ensure success of action in all the three spaces. That would also be our contribution to transfor-
mation of the old static Look East Policy to a dynamic Act East Policy enunciated by our PM Shri Narendra 
Modi.

Sd/-
P.P.Shrivastav

Shillong Dialogue Conference Chair

P.P.Shrivastav
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With the assistance of the Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA),  the Asian Confluence, India East 

Asia Center, Shillong organized a two-day national seminar: “Young Scholars Forum: India’s 
North Eastern States and Eastern Neighbors The Way Forward” on 5-6 December 2015 at the Asian 
Confluence Center, Shillong. The Young Scholars Forum has been designed to complement the “Act 
East Policy” of the Government of India by gathering together a select group of younger scholars from 
the North Eastern region of India under the umbrella of the ICWA - one of India’s premier think tanks. 
The forum can act as a platform for academic and policy dialogues to facilitate the following: 

i. A balanced voice from the region which can enhance closer understanding of the unique geographical, 
historical, environmental geopolitical, socio-political nuances of the North Eastern Region  and act for 
overall development and prosperity of the region.

ii. A better understanding of the relationship of India’s North Eastern Region, with the rest of the country 
by encouraging exchanges by younger academicians and scholars from the region with those from the 
rest of the India, thus bridging the psychological divide that exists.

iii. A balanced, development-oriented Indian voice deeply rooted in the North East Region that can aid 
India’s engagement with her Eastern neighbors, drawing on the common cultural similarities, histor-
ical commonalities and geographical imperatives between the region and India’s Eastern neighbors.

The ICWA – Asian Confluence Young Scholars was a concrete step to follow up on one of the ten points 
of the agenda called the “Shillong Consensus.” It had emerged out of the “Shillong Dialogue, “a major 
collaborative exercise between the ICWA and the Asian Confluence, held exactly a year ago, on 4 and 5 
December 2014. The specific action point is given below: 

To ensure that the youth are the driving force in the operationalization of the Act East Policy, 
cross-border training and capacity building institutions in the form of a regional skill grid may be set 
up to undertake massive training programs, knowledge enhancing exercises and exposure meetings, 
skill development initiatives and entrepreneurial capacity building. 

The ICWA-Asian Confluence Young Scholars was well represented by young scholars from var-
ious institutions from the region and witnessed participation of a wide spectrum of senior policy 
makers, academics and institutional heads. It proved to be “a true confluence of the wisdom of the 
experienced and the curiosity of the youth, a blend of the past and the future”, as a participant put 
it.  Well-researched presentations and stimulating exchanges were its key features. 

1

SEMINAR DECLARATION



Young Scholars Forum|Summary Report

The discussions contributed richly and substantially to a confluence of ideas, views and perspec-
tives on The Way Forward, on the crucial subject of engaging in the development of the North 
Eastern Region. It should advance in light of the region’s unique geopolitical nature, advantage 
of close physical and cultural proximity to India’s Eastern Neighbours, the Act East Policy of the 
Government of India and to achieving the ultimate objective of The Asian Confluence, namely 
that of bringing about People to People contacts at various levels in the crucial “Third Space” and 
in cooperation with the relevant stakeholders (Goverment to Goverment) in the First Space and 
(Business to Business) in the Second Space. The forum noted that the role of the “Third Space” 
needs to be acknowledged, documented and expanded.

The forum evolved a broad consensus emerging out of the two-day conclave and charted the                            
“The Way Forward” towards achieving Peace for Prosperity and Progress for All.  

The principal elements are delineated below:

1) The Young Scholars Forum will aim to act as a voice of the future for the region and will en-
gage and contribute to creating a synergy in the “Third Space” dialogues on peace and conflict 
resolution in the region. There is a need for engaging the civil society of the region, and deeper 
introspection within the region on the shortcomings in law and order and development.  Further 
development of thought leadership within the academic community from the region to aid gov-
ernance, transparency, awareness and “stakeholdership” of citizens in development, through re-
search, training and advocacy programs in conjunction with the “Third Space” is also required.

2) The Young Scholars forum reiterated the demand from the region for the respective state and 
central governments for speedy completion of the physical connectivity infrastructure proj-
ects underway. Focus on intra-regional connectivity, is as important as connectivity to the rest 
of India and the neighbouring countries, in order to make the region economically vibrant and 
attractive.

3) The role of the Third Space from the North East Region needs to be expanded in particular 
to address India’s relations with her immediate neighbors, in particular Bangladesh and 
Myanmar, which are the gateways for the North Eastern region to the Bay of Bengal and the 
ASEAN region respectively.  There needs to be out-of-the box thinking on making these border 
regions “zones of prosperity”. The Young Scholars Forum, therefore, should have representa-
tion from these countries in the future. 

4) The Young Scholars Forum will take up specific Third Space Dialogues on critical concerns 
on environmental history pertaining to the North eastern region and engage in research and 
advocacy on themes of environmental crisis facing the region in conjunction with latest research 
and activism/advocacy on issues such as climate change adaptation, early warning & mitigation 
systems etc. 

2
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5) The Young Scholars Forum will aim to develop a database on border trade infrastructure, 
trading practices and trading cultures of the NER region beyond the binaries and limitation 
of borders and boundaries. The forum will advocate the primacy of Human Security in the bor-
der region.

6) The Young Scholars Forum will build on shared historical experiences and traditions and 
devise projects to synergize the people and diverse communities towards the appreciation of 
shared historical and cultural bonds beyond the limitations of borders and boundaries.  In con-
junction with stakeholders in the tourism industry, development of responsible tourism 
circuits such as village and community tourism, border haat tourism, spiritual and cultural 
tourism, heritage tourism can be a step in this direction to facilitate people-to-people exchanges 
along with knowledge sharing. 

7) The Young Scholars Forum will evolve towards creating a comprehensive database of tradi-
tional models of people-to-people interaction located at existing international boundaries 
and engage in advocacy towards promoting these sites as models for “engagement zones of 
prosperity” beyond the limitations of borders and boundaries. 

8) The Young Scholars Forum will take up specific Third Space dialogues on the rich bio-diver-
sity and natural resources along rivers and river banks with a view to developing engage-
ment across the borders and develop people-to-people partnerships towards safeguarding the 
river resources. 

9) The Young Scholars Forum will offer a platform for collaboration between like-minded 
institutions in other sectors towards creating a database of shared everyday practices of liveli-
hood, local value addition of local produce, allied capacity building, and work towards celebrat-
ing the common threads that exist beyond borders and boundaries. 

10)  The Young Scholars Forum looks forward to emerging as a yearly platform for dialogue on 
contemporary issues, sharing of experiences and success stories of institutions and indi-
viduals, and showcasing the best cases of development, which need wider dissemination. 
It requests that the substance of its deliberations and this Seminar Declaration may please be 
shared with all participants in the Delhi Dialogue, the flagship institution created and nurtured 
by India’s Ministry of External Affairs.

3
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PROGRAMME  
FOR THE YOUNG SCHOLARS FORUM

 DAY 1: Saturday, 5th December, 2015

Presided by    : Shri P.P. Shrivastava, IAS, Former Member,NEC & Member,   

         Governing Council, Asian Confluence.

Felicitation of the Dignitaries

Note of Welcome    : Shri Sabyasachi Dutta, Director, Asian Confluence.

Mentor’s Introduction  : Amb. Rajeev Bhatia, IFS (retd) Former D.G., ICWA, New Delhi

to the Seminar     & Member, Governing Council, Asian Confluence.

Address by    : Shri Ajaneesh Kumar, IFS, Deputy Director General, ICWA

KEYNOTE ADDRESS : Prof Mahendra Lama, JNU, Former V.C., Sikkim University &  

       Member, NSC, GOI & Distinguished Fellow, Asian Confluence.

Presidential Remarks : Shri P.P. Shrivastava, IAS, Former Member,NEC & Member,   

       Governing Council, Asian Confluence.

Vote of Thanks   : Dr. B.Dutta, NEHU, Coordinator, Young Scholars Forum,

       Asian Confluence.

Chair    : Amb. Rajiv Bhatia, IFS (retd) Former D.G.,ICWA, New Delhi  

       & Member, Governing Council, Asian Confluence.

     : Prof. Ashoke Dutta, Former Director, RG-IIMS and Member,

       Governing Council, Asian Confluence.

     : Shri M.P. Bezbaruah, IAS, Former Member, NEC and

       Distinguished Fellow, Asian Confluence.

     : Dr. Sreeradha Dutta, Director, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

       Institute of Asian Studies, Kolkata.

     : Shri Rajiv Bhattacharya, Senior Journalist - Observations

9.15 – 10.45 hrs  : INAUGURAL CEREMONY

11.00 – 12.15 hrs  : Mentor - Speak

4
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12.15 – 13.15 hrs  : Technical Session 1- Borders/Borderlands and the Media

13.15 – 13.45 hrs  : SPECIAL LECTURE

14.30 – 17.15 hrs  : Technical Session 2- Border Management/ Connectivity;   
               Borders as Prosperity Zones

19.45 hrs onwards : Interaction over Dinner

Chair                 : Dr. Rakhee Bhattacharjee,

         Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Ms Renee Lulam, Independent Researcher- “Transcending Borders: Community Connections 

in the Digital Age.”

Dr. Jayanta Vishnu Das, Tezpur University – “Local Media as a Created Site” 

Chair                    : Dr. Sreeradha Dutta, Director, Maulana Abul   

         Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies, Kolkata

Special Lecture    : Dr. Rakhee Bhattacharjee, Jawaharlal Nehru   

         University, New Delhi -  “Shifting Geo-Economic   

         Strategies and its significance for India’s North East”

Special Lecture and CHAIR : Dr. Anasua Basu Ray Choudhuri, Observer Research

Foundation, Kolkata - “Motoring India’s Northeast: Connectivity and the Significance of the 

BBIN Motor Vehicle Agreement (BBIN MVA)” 

- Dr. Suparna Bhattacharjee, NEHU – “Border Haat: From peril to Promise.”

- Dr. Lasoborki Pyngrap, NEHU – “Economic Prosperity in the Southern Borders of

 Khasi and Jaintia Hills in the Colonial and Post-Colonial Period.”

- Dr. Deigracia Nongkynrih, NEHU – “India Near Abroad through the lens of Land Connectivity.”

- Dr. Tarun Dutta, AU – “Beyond the Edge: A History of building linkages.”

- Dr. Stuti Bannerjee, ICWA, - “India’s North-East: Bridge to East Asia.”
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 DAY 2: Sunday 6th December, 2015

Special Lecture and CHAIR – Dr. Saswati Choudhury, OKD Institute of Social Change and 

Development - “Locating North East India in the Look (Act) East Policy of India.”

- Mr. Parag Jyoti Saikia, CSSS – “Developing India’s Powerhouse: A Study of Hydropower.”

- Dr. Om Prakash Gadde, SU – “North East to the East: Possibilities of Energy Trade 

 between India and Myanmar.”

- Ms. Bobita Lama, NLUJAA – “Challenges of Climate Change: Migration and Human Security.”

Special Lecture and CHAIR - Dr. Pahi Saikia, IIT- Guwahati, “Restructuring Border 

Landscapes: Political Landscapes and narratives of resistance.”

- Dr. Teiborlang Kharsintiew, SU – “Disciplining IR Studies in India’s Northeast:

 Arguing for a Human Centric Framework.”

- Mr. Zhoto Tunyi, & Jelle J P Wouters, NEHU – “The Borders Within: Shifting the gaze  

 in Northeast Indian borderlands.”

- Dr. Binayak Dutta, NEHU – “Crossing Borders: Violence, Migration and Search for security in  

 post -partition northeast India.”

Observations and Remarks - Professor B.B. Dutta, former MP – Rajya Sabha.

Chair: Professor Sajal Nag, Distinguished Chair Professor, Presidency University, Kolkata.

CHIEF GUEST: Professor S. K. Srivastava, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, NEHU.

Guest of Honour / Valedictory Address: Prof Imdad Hussain, Retd. Prof, Dept. of History, NEHU

Chief Guest Address: Professor S. K. Srivastava, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, NEHU.

Vote of Thanks: Dr. B. Dutta, Coordinator, Young Scholar’s Forum.

10.00 – 12.15 hrs : Technical Session 3 - Natural Resources, Cliimate Change & Local Politics

12.15 – 14.15 hrs : Session 4 - Borders/ Borderlands and Human Security

19.30 hrs onwards : Interaction over Dinner hosted by Asian Confluence.

15.30 – 17.00 hrs : VALEDICTORY

9.15 – 10.00 hrs : Plenary Lecture- Professor Mahendra Lama, JNU, New Delhi
Lecture by- Professor Sajal Nag, Distinguished Chair Professor, Presidency University, Kolkata
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The inaugural ceremony of the sem-
inar was presided by Shri P.P. Shri-
vastav, former member of the North 
Eastern Council and also a member 
of the Governing Council of the 
Asian Confluence. He noted that the 
seminar, jointly hosted by the Asian 
Confluence and the Indian Council 
of World Affairs (ICWA), was a 
path-breaking event. Its significance 
lay in the objective of engaging an active involvement of young scholars - the architects of the future to draw 
a road map for peace, prosperity and progress for the North East. The seminar sought to draw on the new 
favourable atmosphere of trust and cooperation in India’s relations with its neighbouring countries. The goal 
was to optimize the conducive environment to further the ends of development. 

This was followed by a Welcome Note from Shri Sabyasachi Dutta, Founding Director of the Asian 
Confluence. On behalf of the Scholars Collective of the Asian Confluence and the Indian Council of 
World Affairs, Shri Sabya welcomed all the attendees consisting of dignitaries, young scholars, senior 
journalists, politicians and representatives of premier think tanks of India. He recalled that the Forum 
was an outcome of the Ten-Point Shillong Consensus of the Shillong Dialogue that was jointly hosted 
last year by the Asian Confluence and ICWA.

He also read out the message of the Director General, ICWA, Ambassador Nalin Suri: “We at the ICWA 
are very pleased to sponsor this Young Scholars Forum on INDIA’S NORTH EASTERN STATES & 
EASTERN NEIGHBOURS: A WAY FORWARD. We commend the Asian Confluence for undertak-
ing this timely initiative. The objective of the Young Scholars Forum is to bring about a sustained 
collaboration between the ICWA and the Scholars Collective. To create a sustained academic voice for 
well-researched solutions to address the deep rooted complex issues that affect the region as a whole and 
thereby strengthen India’s role. We share this objective. India’s North East is a vital component of In-
dia’s diversity, plurality and civilization. As its integration into India’s mainstream gathers pace, its role 
as a bridge between India and its neighbors in ASEAN is growing in importance. The deliberation of the 
forum, we expect, will identify ways and means of fulfilling the objectives. Just as India’s diversity is its 
strength, the diversity of India’s North East states and its eastern neighbors can be transformed into yet 
another source of strength for both India and its neighbors. This process will also help in transforming 
India’s Look East Policy into an Act East Policy, as enunciated by Prime Minister Modi. We wish you 
productive and outcome oriented discussions.”

Inaugural Session

SUMMARY REPORT
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Ambassador Rajiv Bhatia, former Indian Ambassador to 
Myanmar, former Director General of the ICWA and also a 
member of the Governing Council of The Asian Confluence 
in his address outlined his vision about the national seminar 
and the role of the Young Scholar’s Collective. He point-
ed out that the seminar would be “a true confluence of the 
wisdom of the experienced and the curiosity of the youth, a 
blend of the past and the future.” He added: “I sincerely hope 
that the seminar proves to be a meaningful exercise, that it 
emerges as a tool to raise public awareness. It becomes a 
source of advice to policymakers, in short it turns out to be 

a concise and prudent investment for the future.”  Acknowledging the role of the Asian Confluence and 
the Indian Council of World Affairs in this novel initiative of creating a new interactive platform, he said, 
“I appreciate the support extended by the ICWA in this initiative… I hope its keen interest in matters 
pertaining to the North East will not only continue but also expand in the coming years. I think ICWA 
needs reliable institutions in this region to serve as partners just as these institutions need the support of 
a national body that the ICWA is.”

He laid down the four principle tasks for the seminar:
- Form critical assessment of India’s relations with Bangladesh and the role of the third space in this regard.
- Form similar assessment of India’s relations with Myanmar which is India’s vital neighbour, especial-

ly in view of the changed political atmosphere in Myanmar.
- Talk about the challenges and opportunities of the North East Region, vis-à-vis the rest of India, with-

in the context of India’s changing relations with Bangladesh and Myanmar. Scholars need to move 
beyond looking at Delhi and its relations with this region and beyond the binaries of ‘they’ and ‘we’.

- Assess the present state of connectivity within the North East and between North East and its neigh-
bouring countries

Amb. Bhatia suggested that the outcome document of the seminar could be presented at the Delhi Dia-
logue in 2016. It could also potentially help to trigger similar dialogues elsewhere in countries like Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar..

Ambassador Ajneesh Kumar, Deputy Director General of 
the ICWA addressed the gathering reiterating Director Gener-
al, ICWA, Amb Nalin Suri’s words that the ICWA was happy 
to be a part of this meaningful and much-needed exercise for 
the region. “The North East has its locational advantages and is 
endowed with resources, it offers great diversity and also has its 
related developmental challenges. An increased sense of cultural 
identity and perceived alienation by the mainland (India) is why 
terrorism took roots here. At the recent 9th East Asian summit 
held in Myanmar, Prime Minister Modi talked of turning India’s 
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Look East Policy to the Act East Policy.” He recalled Ambassador Rajiv Bhatia’s book discussion held 
on the previous day where it was pointed out that Myanmar held a significant place in the Act East Poli-
cy. He said, “Development of the Trilateral Highway between India-Myanmar-Thailand will ensure that 
India’s eastern border is open to these nations. The economic scenario will further improve once Kaladan 
Multi Border Transport Project materializes.” He pointed out that the North East had received a lot of 
attention from the beginning of the Modi tenure. The Prime Minister had made many visits to  ASEAN 
nations, placing the North East in the heart of India’s new foreign policy. “It is estimated that by 2020, 
trade between ASEAN and India will be as high as US 200 billion dollars. Apart from trade links, the 
ASEAN countries also share close cultural links with us and they can help us leverage expertise on small 
economic development. For a holistic development of the region - from tapping hydropower potential to 
enhancing tourism, improving people-to- people contact, actively participating in the Prime Minister’s 
Make in India, Digital India, Skill India - all of these are prescriptive solutions to the development of an 
enterprise base in the North East. Goods in which the North East has a comparative advantage need to be 
developed.” He talked about the international frontier, pointing out that linking of bus services to Kolkata 
to Tripura via Dhaka was a crucial step in ensuring proper connectivity within Bangladesh, Nepal and 
Bhutan. Sub-regional road connectivity was a significant step towards strong trade relations. “This will 
further lead to an integration of region along with economic development”, he stated. Ambassador Kumar 
also spoke of informal ways of interaction between the North East and its neighbours wherein economic 
and social interplays could take place. Acknowledging that the challenge of border management and 
illegal migration was still a sore point, he felt that there was still ample reason for hope and optimism.

The Keynote Address for the Seminar was delivered by Professor 
Mahendra Lama, former Vice Chancellor to Sikkim University and 
a Distinguished Fellow at the Asian Confluence. Professor Lama, 
spoke extensively about Borders and Borderlands. “The rephrasing 
of Look East Policy to an Act East Policy will help end past rheto-
ric and help move towards ground level concrete tangible actions. 
Physical borders are critical in the entire approach to the Act East 
Policy, we need to recognize and accept this. Nowhere does one get 
such a panoramic variety of borders - open, natural, porous, barbed-

wired, militarized, shared and changing.” Characterized by prolific natural resources - bio diversity hot 
spots, cultures, languages etc., he said such borders have far-reaching implications for the North East 
region as it had manifested in age-old conflicts and tug of wars. He mentioned how the partition of Ben-
gal left the North East connected to rest of India, through a mere narrow chicken-neck corridor. “These 
borders have been reduced to an area of constant national security threat and the concept of borderland 
with much potential has been sidelined. The challenge is to re-recognize and re-look at these borders as 
borderlands, where an interplay of natural resources, culture, society, technology, connectivity, trade and 
commerce, tourism, communication can take place.” He spoke of how one can make these borders softer 
and interactive and how to convert them to borders of opportunities and not a constant source of threat 

9  
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on security. “Borderlands will be the theme of engagements if developed and softened. A reverse inte-
gration, in terms of making the North East region stakeholder in its development needs to happen.” He 
pointed out the visible infrastructural developments that had occurred within the North East, in the last 
few years. Following the ASEAN Study Center which is to be located in NEHU, he was of the opinion 
that the Ministry of DONER should also be located in the North East region.

A vote of thanks at the inaugural programme was proposed by Dr. Binayak Dutta, Co-ordinator of the 
Young Scholars Forum, who expressed gratitude on behalf of the Asian Confluence to all the esteemed 
dignitaries for sharing their thoughts and wisdom

The National Seminar decided 
to introduce a new element in 
the seminar format under the ti-
tle, Mentors Speak which saw 
participation of the three men-
tors of Asian viz., Prof. Ashok 
Dutta, Shri M.P. Bezbaruah and 
Dr. Sreeradha Dutta. They made 
short presentations on some of 
the themes indentified for the 
seminar. The session was presid-
ed over by Ambassador Rajiv Bhatia who, in his introductory remarks, said, “We should focus on one 
conference theme and very clearly address it. We have to look into the past and present but come up with 
implementable practical ideas for the future and come to a common understanding on certain things.” He 
went on to pose certain queries to the panelists:

-  What is the difference between the Look East Policy and the Act East Policy? How do we define and 
distinguish among the two?

-  What is the exact role of the North East in this policy? Is the policy largely about the North East or is 
it also about the whole of India, and North East has a special role to play in it?

- ‘East’ needs to be defined properly in the Act East Policy. Is Bangladesh also a part of this definition 
or not?

-  Also does the policy only pertain to the ASEAN countries or more? Is it the whole of South East Asia?

Mentor’s Speak

10  
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Prof. Ashok Dutta, Former Director, IIM Shillong and Member, Govern-
ing Council, Asian Confluence started out by raising some questions for 
the Young Scholars:
- Is the North East conceptually and intellectually a part of India?
- How do the other parts of India perceive the North East?
- How many people truly understand the North East -  being away from 
the North East?
“To truly understand and work towards the problems that the region faces, 
one cannot be away from the ground realities. One needs to understand the 

people of the North East and keeping at par with the dynamic atmosphere here, yesterday’s solutions 
can’t be implemented to solve tomorrow’s problem”, he said. He questioned if one should just accept the 
policies made for the North East from someone far away from the region or was there a new perception 
under which the policies would now be created. The question of how to integrate the North East with the 
rest of India also came up. He pointed out the various issues that North Eastern students face across India.  
How other parts of India see them was something the young scholars should debate upon. Prof. Dutta 
also brought up the Model of Development, currently in place, and wondered if alternative forms of de-
velopment, specially tailored for the situation of the North East, could be adopted, instead of following 
standard models that applied to the rest of India and not specifically to this region. He acknowledged that 
opportunities have come for the region, but  asked as to what the best way was to optimize them through 
plans and programs. 

Prof. Dutta said, “The Young Scholars Forum is a brilliant initiative started by the Asian Confluence, the 
concept of a Third Space, but how do you (young scholars) take this forward for the North East? How do 
you integrate this region to the rest of India and vice versa? Can the Third Space bridge this gap? Institu-
tions to institution collaboration take time but scholars to scholars’ collaboration happen faster. So I urge 
our young scholars to collaborate with scholars from other South East Asian countries.”

Shri M.P. Bezbaruah, Former Member of the North Eastern Council, and a 
Distinguished Fellow at the Asian Confluence said, “We have to take action 
on all that we have been thinking of for all these years. And that is translating 
the LEP to AEP”

“As far as the role of the North East in the AEP is concerned, the North East 
was nowhere in the frame of the policy when it was initially formulated. Only 
much later it was decided, that the North East will play a central role in it” 

“To take advantage of the AEP we have to be developed internally first. Un-
less we are, we will face reverse growth which will be harmful. Security is-

sues should now be in the background. Look up to the borders as borders of prosperity. Geography 
should not be seen as a barrier but rather as an opportunity.”

“We do not know what the demand of products in the North East is. We do not know what is in demand 
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in the ASEAN countries. Young scholars should design and implement detailed surveys which gauge 
the demand pattern of the ASEAN countries and also, what is the supply capacity of the North East 
which can be fitted into the demand pattern of the ASEAN countries.  Comparative advantage needs to 
be explored and optimized. Survey for the same should also be conducted. We need to think of special 
economic zones. What are the opportunities in this area? Tourism potential also needs to be explored 
through surveys need to be done.”

“Work out and prepare how we can collaborate with ASEAN through horticulture. Come up with blue 
prints for small & medium industries to be set up within the North East. How can these fit into the con-
cept of ‘Made in North East’?”

“Once we can do sustainable use of hydro power, waterways can be opened up. The Brahmaputra waters 
can be used for commercial activities like in past.” 

“On the front of people to people contact, nothing much has happened as ASEAN countries are not aware 
of our common affinities. The Asian Confluence can take this up. Once the government does initial 
match making, the civil society can take it up. Bangladesh has Buddhist circuits; nostalgia circuits can be 
built around that. A North East Forum needs to be in place.”

Dr. Sreeradha Dutta, Director, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of 
Asian Studies, Kolkata mentioned: “North East doesn’t feature largely on 
the trade front. It has moved into the sub regional grouping. Need for an 
interconnected region is there. All of Bangladesh, Myanmar, Bhutan need 
to work together and that’s where the North East emerges important.” 

“In 2010, India-Bangladesh signed an agreement on cross border invest-
ment. But no single Bangladesh investment in India has materialized. Pran 
(the Bangladeshi company) has on three attempts tried to open something 
in Assam but windows of clearance were not feasible. No fiscal arrange-
ments were in place.”

“Informal trade is large (food cans). India did not agree to readymade garment industry coming into India 
but unofficially it is happening. And nothing is done to address it. We are not allowing formal trade from 
the neighboring countries to come in through, though enough want to come in and invest here.”  

“The entire issue of border security has sidelined the fact that the borders are supposed to be an inter-de-
pendent space, a connected space and that’s how the world has moved. But with our borders, we have not 
been able to translate what (opportunities) are there on the ground.” 

“Even the people from the North East have not communicated in one voice. They need to formulate a 
plan and carry it forward to address this gap. Civil society needs to take an active part as they know what 
is good for themselves and their people around since they are the people on the ground.” 
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“Focus on small incremental projects. The only tangible thing that has happened is the energy trade. So 
the Young scholars need to take this into their hands, make a plan for the region, bridge the mental gap 
first before doing other things. The problem of large sections of youth leaving the region to other parts of 
the country for better opportunities looms large.” 

She voiced: “If border trade is not working for the region it cannot be forced. Instead invest in something 
that has the potential to materialize and thus creating an opportunity for the resources to stay in the region 
and contribute towards it.” 

Shri Rajeev Bhatacharya, a senior journalist based in the North East, has spent extensive time with 
insurgent groups of the region. He presented his observations on some of the issues raised by the mentors 
in course of their presentations. He pointed out: 

- - The concept of Reverse Integration raised by Prof Lama rings strong. Someone sitting and framing 
policies far away from the North East is disastrous. Most policy framers are careerists, and not in 
touch with real problems of the North East. No two states in the North East are the same; each has its 
own individual character. 

- First the entire region of North East needs to become more stable. Assam, the heart of North East, is 
heading for trouble. How do we implement integration with other countries (Bangladesh) when illegal 
migrants from Bangladesh are dominating the scene within Assam? 

- Society in the Brahmaputra Valley has failed. It only spells disaster for the future.

- Ideas like Guwahati to Dhaka bus service are not practical. Such a move will lead to violent reactions 
from the people, who will not be in favor of any hand being extended towards the Bangladeshis, due 
to the illegal migration problem in the state.

- Without the approval of RSS, files in Delhi do not get pushed. Crucial decisions are being triggered 
from other places. But what do the people of the region want? Every time I visit a new border, there 
is a new problem. The reality is very different and we need to proceed from there.

. 

The first technical session titled 
“Borders/Borderlands and the 
Media” was chaired by Dr. Ra-
khee Bhattacharjee from Jawa-
harlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi. It had presentations from 
two researchers who through 
their papers focused on new me-
dia engagement with the idea of 
borders and borderlands.

Technical Session 1 -  Borders/Borderlands and the Media
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- Renee Lulam, Independent Researcher, Shillong in her presentation entitled - Transcending Borders: 
Community Connections in the Digital Age pointed out that Mizo society was primarily an oral one. 
But urban Mizoram is a product of having been uprooted from agrarian community life. Therefore, old 
ways of building and experiencing community are no longer practical; they have adapted to new forms 
of connecting and understanding community. The internet has become a space for communicating at a 
community level; it finds popularity because of its adaptability to oral forms. Community experiences 
are explored, shared and communicated. The presentation explored how Mizos have transcended bor-
ders and cartographies in connecting at a community level and have negotiated with major upheavals 
in Mizo community life such as famine and insurgency.

- Jayanta Vishnu Das, Ph.D. Assistant Professor Dept. of Cultural Studies, Tezpur University on his 
presentation entitled Local Media as a Created Site pointed out that post 1990’s the national pri-
vate media saw a boom in Hindi and English language media. But, the North East remained cut off 
from this. The idea of ‘locality’ as a discursive space grew with the notion of a local media here. The 
presentation explored the idea of the existence of local cable channels, a distinct media which beams 
programmes in the local language, on topics that are relevant and belong to the local area. The ‘local’ 
which has lost out in the mainstream media gains importance here, becoming the site for production of 
‘culture’. This involves inventing new semiotic vocabularies, new narratives to define and celebrate the 
‘local’, within a specific media space created in contrast with the already available mainstream media. 

Chaired by Dr. Sreeradha Dutta, the ses-
sion was followed by a Special Lecture 
from Dr. Rakhee Bhattacharjee.

- Rakhee Bhattacharjee, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi in her pre-
sentation entitled ‘Shifting Geo-Economic 
Strategies and its significance for India’s 
North East’, began by drawing attention to 

rising debates in post 1990s on relocating India’s North East in the emerging East and Southeast Asian 
powers. The global rethinking on economic development model has expanded the scope of both the 
policy strategy and academic exercise on the region. She pointed out that, this changing perspective 
demands a theoretical understanding of North East India’s spatial and temporal significance. The lec-
ture brought up a theoretical argument to understand the role of new economic geography, and North 
East India’s location and resource specificities into it. The presentation emphasized the necessity to 
evolve a new understanding of this region in terms of ‘unique time’ for this region of India and to 
make a paradigmatic shift from ‘security domain’ to ‘development domain’ and prepare a sustainable 
roadmap in tune with the new age characterized by neighbouring nations making political transition.
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- The second Technical Session in-
vlolved a discussion of the issues 
of Border Management and Con-
nectivity and Borders as Prosperity 
Zones being discussed. The Chair 
for the session was Dr. Anasua 
Basu Ray Choudhuri Ph D in In-
ternational Relations, Fellow, Ob-
server Research Foundation, Kolk-
ata who also delivered the special 
lecture for the session.

- Dr. Anasua Basu Ray Choudhuri, in her presentation entitled Motoring India’s Northeast with re-
gard to Connectivity and the Significance of the BBIN Motor Vehicle Agreement (BBIN MVA) 
examined the circumstances leading to the signing of the Motor Vehicle Agreement (MVA) among 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal and explored its implications for the eastern part of South Asia. 
Whether the BBIN MVA also fulfils the larger objectives of India’s ‘Look East Policy’ with the north-
east becoming the springboard for India’s connectivity with Southeast Asia was the focal theme of the 
presentation. 

- Dr. Suparna Bhattacharjee, Assistant Professor, Department of Political science NEHU in her pre-
sentation  entitled, Border Haat: From peril to prosperity was concerned with the understanding of 
the potential of border haat in engaging India’s North East with its neighbours within the framework 
of development. She also analyzed how Haats may prove to be a valuable mechanism to boost India’s 
Act East initiative by laying down the foundation for `people-to-people contact’ and a shared space 
of co-presence and co-existence of people along the sensitive areas of border between India and its 
neighbouring countries.

- The next presentation was by Mr. Lasoborki Pyrngap, Ph. D. Scholar, Department of History, 
NEHU who made his presentation on Economic Prosperity in the Southern Borders of Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills in the Colonial and Post-Colonial Period. Based on the prosperity perspective and 
empirical facts, the presentation sought to study the Economic prosperity of the people of the border 
areas of Khasi and Jaintia Hills in the colonial period and the changes in the post-colonial period. It 
also analyzed the scenario of trade in the colonial period in Khasi-Jaintia on bigger and wider trade 
network, increase of demands of natural resources and produces from the hills in the neighbouring 
plains. An attempt was also made to study the changing economic prosperity in the southern borders 
of Khasi and Jaintia Hills in the post- colonial or post 1947 period. 

- - The next presentation entitled India Near Abroad through the lens of Land Connectivity was a 
proposal co-authored by Dr. Deigracia Nongkynrih, and Dr. Suparna Bhattacharjee Assistant Pro-

Technical Session 2 -  Border Management and Connectivity; Borders as Prosperity Zones
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fessors in the Department Of Economics and Political Science, NEHU respectively. Making the pre-
sentation, Dr. Deigracia Nongkynrih pointed out that the orientation of India’s foreign policy appears 
to overlook the key potential of land connectivity as far as trade bilateral relations are concerned. She 
argued that there was an urgent necessity for re-examining the area of connectivity through the lens of 
land connectivity with India’s near abroad. She however had a word of caution for the policy makers 
and argued that in the name of land connectivity, the NER should not be transformed to simply be a 
“transmission belt” connecting India with her near abroad neighbours and bypassing the entire region.

- Dr. Tarun Dutta, Assistant Professsor, Department Of History, Assam University, Diphu Campus, 
Diphu, in his presentation entitled Beyond the Edge: A history of building linkage crossing the 
periphery of Northeast India pointed out that knowledge of linkage with east and Northeast India 
is antique. The routes have great importance in the socio-economic and cultural life of the people. 
Among these, one of the recent additions was the Ledo-Burma route which was reconstructed for 
military necessities during the Second World War. Renamed the Stilwell Road, it had a rich history. 
The presentation which was focused on the Stilwell Road pointed out that this route could be explored 
as an opportunity of socio-cultural and economic development of the North East Indian region for its 
strategic and cartographic position.

- Dr. Stuti Banerjee, Research Fellow, Indian Council of World Affairs, in her presentation entitled 
India’s North-East: Bridge to East Asia pointed out that as per the AEP, the northeast is the bridge 
to India’s eastern neighbours. The proposed proposal of AEP interlinked three ‘C’s - Commerce, Con-
nectivity, Culture - form the inception of this policy. Commerce would help reduce informal trade and 
bring it into the ambit of formal trade, generating revenue for the states of the northeast. Development 
in economic activities would be related to Connectivity. Roads would play a critical link in the hilly 
terrain of the region and it would be useful from a security perspective too. The infrastructure develop-
ment would help build linkages with the neighbouring states, also improving link with the rest of India 
having a domino effect on the culture of the region. The AEP will not only help India interact with its 
eastern neighbours but also provides the North East the opportunity to steer this interaction for India. 

The Second Day of the National 
Seminar started off by Professor 
Sajal Nag, Presidency University 
(Kolkata), who delivered the Ple-
nary Lecture. The Lecture was 
chaired by Professor Mahendra 
Lama. Delivering the Plenary Lec-
ture, Professor Nag began by mak-
ing a reference to the changes expe-
rienced in the region as a result of 
Climate Change.

Day - 2
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- He pointed out two issues which loom out large in the context of the problem of climate change in the  
  North East:

First - “This is the first time we are facing local problems with no local solutions. These local problems 
need global solutions. The North East would be the first victim to be affected due to the massive impact 
of climate change, this is due to its geographical location.

Second - If the natural calamities occurring are not seriously studied, not only can it dislocate civilizations 
in the region and but totally decimate the entire ecology, bio diversity and livelihood of the North East too.”

He emphasized the need to revive traditional institutions. Also he questioned whose responsibility it was 
to really do so - the state’s? Civil society’s? 

He brought up the phenomena now being noted, but was never noticed in the past - that of Cross Border 
Environment Injury. Pointing out to the Kochi floods in 2008, Kedarnath Destruction in 2013, Kashmir 
floods in 2014, he urged one to observe its nature. “In the devastation you will see a strong element of 
cross border environment injury. The people need to move from border to borderland as they can’t han-
dle natural disasters on their own, this issue has severe implications.” He quoted research that indicates 
these threats from the nature cannot be handled by an individual, it needs cross border interface. He also 
suggested that bodies like the Asian Confluence and ICWA could play a role in helping highlight these 
challenges
. 

The third technical session was 
chaired by Dr. Saswati Choudhury. 
The Special Lecture for the session 
was also delivered by her.
- Dr. Saswati Choudhury, Omeo 

Omeo Kumar Das Institute of 
Social Change & Development 
in her presentation entitled Lo-
cating North East India in the 
Look (Act) East Policy of India 
pointed out that the Northeast has been an enigma for political thinkers and development experts in India. 
The entire development paradigm for the region has been fraught with overwhelming security concerns 
because of China. Notwithstanding the security concerns, the region also has its own deficits in terms 
of weak intraregional connectivity, low urbanization, and weak manufacturing base and low economic 
growth. The region needs new development thrust to convert the land-locked space to land-linked space 
for integrating to the Indo-ASEAN strategic partnership. One also needs to tread the path carefully in 
India’s North East where traditional economic system coexists with modern sectors. The regional econoy 
of the region needs to be strengthened internally by a balance of both traditional and modern sectors.

Technical Session 3 -  Natural Resources, Climate Change & Local Politics
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- Mr. Parag Jyoti Saikia, M. Phil in Social Sciences from Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Cal-
cutta in his presentation entitled Developing India’s Powerhouse: A Study of Hydropower attempt-
ed to understand the discourse of hydropower development in the northeastern region. Harnessing 
hydropower potential of the rivers in this region has featured prominently in the development agenda 
of India from 2001. But the state understands these rivers only as sites of hydropower generation ig-
noring the conflicts which are on the rise as a result. Exporting lion’s share of the generated electricity 
to places outside the region has also come under critical scrutiny. The region and its inhabitants offer 
a very complex picture of development for the region in the context of Hydropower development. The 
presentation also made a strong bid to outline the popular perceptions about the hydropower genera-
tion project and outline the hiatus between the statist discourse and the popular. 

- Dr. Om Prakash Gadde, Assistant Professor Department of Political Science Sikkim University in 
his presentation entitled North East to the East: Possibilities of Energy Trade between India and 
Myanmar pointed out that under India’s Act East policy, a huge opportunity lies in strengthening 
its relations with Myanmar. This is especially in the context of possible electricity trade and cooper-
ation. He argued that such cooperation  will not only connect the regional grids of both the countries 
and enables exchange of electricity but also gives an opportunity to further strengthen and widen the 
network of connectivity between the countries located in the region including Bangladesh and Thai-
land. At present the two country’s electric grids are not interconnected. A possibility of connectivity 
and electricity transfers on both the sides- the North Eastern grid of India and North Western grid of 
Myanmar, will help both the countries to benefit from each other. 

- Ms. Bobita Lama, from The National Law University and Judicial Academy, Assam in her presen-
tation Challenges of Climate Change: Migration and Human Security pointed out that climate 
change is a gradual long-term change in the earth’s climate.  Melting of glaciers, unseasonal and er-
ratic pattern of rainfall, recurring flash floods, droughts etc. are some factors associated with climate 
change which lead to displacement and migration of human population. But excessive migration to 
certain regions leads to overpopulation giving rise to various problems and challenges which were 
non- existence or negligible before. It renders the population more vulnerable and risks human secu-
rity. It is a high time for the world to come up with a common law to mitigate climate change.

 Following an interaction between the Professors and the Young Scholars regarding the cons of construc-
tion of dams, Shri M.P. Bezbarua, urged the young scholars to explore the sustainability aspect to this 
issue. Shri P.P. Shrivastav added, “Milestones for Environmental Highways should be created without 
any environmental pitfalls.”
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Technical Session 4 -  Borders/ Borderlands and Human Security

The fourth technical session was 
chaired by Dr. Pahi Saikia. Assis-
tant Professor of Political Science, 
IIT-Guwahati, who also delivered 
the Special Lecture for the session. 

- Dr. Pahi Saikia, Ph D, in her spe-
cial lecture presentation entitled 
Restructuring Border Land-
scapes: Political Landscapes 
and narratives of resistance ar-
gued that borders had become hard facts and create ‘territorial’ boundaries in some regions. Conscious 
attempts have also been made to redraw border landscapes and to re-define group settlement within bor-
ders through symbols, oral histories and military practices. The presentation discussed the making and 
un-making of North-Eastern borders in postcolonial India and how this led to disputes of ‘political mem-
bership’ i.e. contesting expositions of inclusion and exclusion embedded in the discourse of governance, 
rights of ethnic minorities and group claims on power redistribution, natural resources, territory.

- Dr. Teiborlang Kharsyntiew, Assistant Professor, Department of International Relations, Sikkim 
University in his presentation entitled Disciplining IR Studies in India’s Northeast: Arguing for a 
Human Centric Framework argued for a new framework to understand the North East. This could 
be addressed by the introduction of International Relations as a subject in universities in the region. 
He pointed out that if at all the study of IR was to be expanded in the region and the growing interest in 
the discipline is to be made meaningful, the subject needed to take on board issues of human security, 
rather than being dictated by traditional obsession with state security or being carried away by the 
mere promises of economic development of free trade and economic connectivity. 

- The next presentation entitled The Borders Within: Shifting the gaze in Northeast Indian bor-
derlands was a proposal co-authored  by Mr. Zhoto Tunyi, Ph D Scholar, Department of Political 
Science, NEHU and  Jelle J.P Wouters, Ph D Scholar, Department of Anthropology, NEHU

 Making the presentation, Mr Zhoto Tunyi pointed out that viewed through a historical lens, the status 
of India’s North East as a borderland is a relatively recent phenomenon. This recent perception has 
put a halt to brisk historical trade flows that existed across the region. The current privileging of inter-
national borders may make us lose sight of borders within the North East (village, tribe, district, state 
borders) which impact the lives of local communities in significant and multiple ways, and remain 
little understood. The internal disconnect within the North East – permit-regimes, check-posts, poor 
connectivity, border-disputes, political antagonisms – appears too often overlooked.  
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- Dr. Binayak Dutta, faculty at the Department of History, NEHU in his presentation entitled Crossing 
Borders: Violence, Migration and Search for security in post-partition northeast India pointed 
out that Partition, 1947, was preceded and followed by unprecedented bloodshed that left millions 
dead or homeless in Indian eastern borderlands. But there has been very little study on the same. This 
absence of East Pakistan and India’s North East from India’s partition narrative needed to be interro-
gated. He made a strong plea for writing this partition into the history of Partition of the subcontinent 
and to recognize the fact that this forgotten area and its violent experiences had deep connections with 
the politics of the North Eastern region of India till the present.

 -  Partition is a reality all accept, but 40 years back too there 
were similar discussions by scholars, they said this area needs 
to be integrated. Years later, integration is still the need of the 
hour.

- India is a distinct land, bound by rivers and the seas, abun-
dant with resources. It is time for it to play a very big role in 
shaping human destiny on earth. The masters from India have 
said, we cannot see just from the physical eyes, the eye of the 
mind needs to be awakened.

- I urge the Young Scholars to read as much as possible. It will give you so much insight and wisdom. 
Prophet Mohammad would say, read the nature, it is like a book. Everything around us has sprung 
from the nature. We can jump from one thesis to another, but need to read the Masters words.

- There is no point holding grudges against Delhi or the government. First, ask yourself if you recognize 
yourself and your region to be a part of India? That recognition has not yet come, if you say you are 
not from India, come out with well documented and well researched papers on the same. If you can, 
Delhi is bound to acknowledge and address your grudges.

- Garo, Khasi, Naga, Jaintia, Mizo - all are jewels in the crown of India.

- Partition was done by the Imperial powers, there is no point bringing it up as what is done is done. 
Would like to request the Young Scholars to forget partition and let India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Bhutan, Nepal come together. You decide what should be your relationship with each other. Conduct 
research on what should be done. 

- In the heart of India, there is a message - a global one, that all should be happy and treat one another 
as equal. We have all committed errors and atrocities against each other in the past. We need to let go 
of that to move forward.

Observations and Remarks by Prof. B.B. Dutta, former M.P. Rajya Sabha
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Guest of Honour / Valedictory Address: 

Professor Imdad Hussain, Retd. Pro-
fessor, Department of History, NEHU, 
Shillong.

The Valedictory address, was deliv-
ered by Professor Imdad Hussain who 
using many accounts from the past, 
deciphered borders and frontiers of the 
North East and their far-reaching con-
sequences, from a historical point of 
view. He pointed out that “The concept 
of a border or frontier has to be wid-
ened, a border is not just a border - a mere line creating fences. It’s a much larger frontier.” Commenting 
on the issue of migrations he explained, “Migrations need to stop where they begin, the pull and push 
factors play a role in it and its exact nature. For example, during the colonial times when the boundaries 
were being set up, the tribes were still on the move. This led to their dispersal under different admin-
istrations. Hence, during migration where which tribe, ethnicity settles down is an anthropological and 
historical problem which doesn’t have an easy solution.”

Pointing out that the British had built barriers and not bridges between the North East and the neighbor-
ing countries, he quoted from past military reports. “For definite purpose of absolute importance, the 
mountainous country on the borders of the North East Frontier should remain underdeveloped as long as 
possible.” Another mentioned, “Indians never developed any interest in the frontier (North East) or its 
tribal people. It intends to keep the wild tribes as a buffer between the expansion of China and ourselves.” 

He stressed that Border management must be the first priority in the AEP as several other professors in 
the seminar had too said. He asked certain crucial questions addressed to all gathered for the seminar:
“Have we given sufficient thoughts to the tribal in the remote villages? What does the LEP mean to a 
tribal in a remote village of the North East? Can we envisage a time when borders will become less rigid 
if not altogether irrelevant?” 
 

VALEDICTORY
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Chief Guest Address: 

Professor S. K. Srivastava, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong

Efforts of the Asian Confluence in organizing a seminar of such an inspiring nature under the umbrella 
of its ‘Third Space’, was applauded by Prof. S.K. Srivastava, Vice Chancellor, NEHU. Speaking about 
how the NEHU fitted into the bigger picture of implementation of the Act East Policy in the North east, 
Prof. Srivastava said, “Studies on and relating to South East Asia and the North East will be my priority. 
It’s very close to my heart that we at the university offer the learning in foreign languages - preferably 
Burmese, Thai, Mandarin, Cantonese. Incidentally, NEHU is the only university in the country to have 
an ASEAN Study Center.”

He remarked that it was time that actions must be taken towards actualizing the Look East Policy of the 
Government of India. He pointed out that there was an upgradation in the policy, “Earlier we were just 
looking, but with the ACT East policy the time has come to act.” He also assured the support and partic-
ipation of the North Eastern Hill University to all initiatives and programmes which strove hard to carry 
forward the ideas of the Act East Policy, to the best of its abilities. “This endeavor is full of challenges, 
but one can see opportunities coming this way. The North East has its weaknesses and strengths; we have 
to take everything into account and march on forward. Like the slogan that NEHU has, we need to Rise 
up and build.” 

It was proposed that the Seminar should come out with a set of points constituting  the Seminar Consen-
sus as the way forward and as tangible take-away from the two days of deliberations. The Consensus to-
wards a way forward was presented to the Seminar by Shri P.P. Shrivastav, former Member of the North 
Eastern Council and also a Member of the Governing Council of The Asian Confluence

Vote of Thanks: Dr.B.Dutta, Coordinator, Young Scholar’s Forum

A vote of thanks was given at the end of the Seminar by               
Dr. Binayak Dutta, coordinator of the Young Scholars Forum, 
who thanked the Indian Council of World Affairs, New Delhi 
for their support in organizing this National Seminar. He also 
thanked all the attendees – dignitaries, scholars, professors for 
their presence and support at the two-days of the National Sem-
inar. He also placed on record his gratitude to the Staff of the 
Asian Confluence, the volunteers at the conference, the media, 
the Members of the Organizing Committee, the Members of the 
Governing Council and all others who helped to facilitate the 
event.
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 “Transcending Boundaries:
Community Connections in a Digital Age.”

Renee Lulam, Independent Scholar
Renee75@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:

Mizos are a group of small communities and clans linked by shared customary practices, cultural 
heritage, and linguistic affinity, who live scattered across hills in four states of North-eastern India 
as well as Bangladesh and Burma. Mizo society was primarily an oral one and even with the intro-
duction of the written word and a high rate of literacy, there are times when they still fall back on 
oracy even in the present. With the coming of written technology, oral stories and songs were ren-
dered into literate forms and remain with us today as the earliest forms of Mizo poetry and literature.
In 1966, following a severe food shortage of famine proportions, Mizoram, then Lushai Hills of As-
sam declared independence from the Indian State. The insurgent movement lasted twenty long years 
marked by counter-insurgency operations, air -strafing, curfews and state censorship. In an increas-
ingly urban Mizoram, partly a product of being uprooted from agrarian community life as a result 
of grouping operations by the Indian Army, old ways of building and experiencing community are 
no longer practical; it has become necessary to adapt to new forms of connecting and understanding 
community. For Mizos, the internet with its vast potential for sharing and expression has become 
a space for communicating at a community level. Social media especially finds popularity because 
of its adaptability to oral forms. It is in this space that community experiences are explored, shared 
and communicated. Much of what is happening on the internet has been initiated by a generation 
that grew up with, or into new media and internet technology. From oral times to the present digital 
age this paper will explore how Mizos have transcended borders and cartographies in connecting at 
a community level.

Renee Lulam is an Independent Researcher from Shillong. With a background in 
Comparative Literature, her interests fall at the intersection of story work, social 
media, literature, memory, healing and conflict transformation. She has been col-
lecting, researching and keeping stories for over a decade now. Her current project 
is on trans-generational story work in small communities.
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 The Local as a Media Created Site:
Emergence of Cable Media in India’s North East

Dr. Jayanta Vishnu Das, PhD
 Assistant Professor

 Dept. of Cultural Studies
 Tezpur University

ABSTRACT:

The boom in media platforms in North East India albeit late cannot be termed as a weak one. Post 
1990’s the national private media saw a boom especially the Hindi and English language media. 
Regional space in the south always kept itself distinct from the north Indian influence. In other parts 
regional media was coming of age due to the contribution of two large media houses the ETV group 
and Zee media. But, north east remained cut off from these developments. It was not until News 
Live and DY365 in 2008 that we saw the coming of 24X7 programming in these parts. The idea of 
‘locality’ as a discursive space grew with the notion of a local media, and in my paper I forward the 
idea of the existence of local cable channels, a distinct media which beams programmes in the local 
language, on topics that are relevant and belongs to the local area. The ‘local’ which has lost out in 
the mainstream media gains importance here, in fact the local becomes the site for production of 
‘culture’. Generally, the process of localization of the press operates within a complex hierarchy of 
media-structures and media-territories. This hierarchy (which is crucially, but not solely, influenced 
by the ethnic, linguistic and administrative hierarchies) facilitates in constructing the demarcations 
between the ‘communitarian self’ and the ‘other’ at multiple levels. This making of the local press 
involves inventing new semiotic vocabularies and new narratives to define and celebrate the ‘local’, 
within a specific media space created in contrast with the already available global, national or main-
stream media. In fact, the term ‘local’ has increasingly become de-territorialized concepts acting 
as the basic units for the production of everyday space. Yet, at the same time such space has been 
located as counter to global forces which are based on the ideas of local production of symbols and 
codes, and in effect culture, which ties the people of a locality in a cohesive unit. Thus, I argue the 
case for the role of local cable channels in creation of an alternate reality, a role which essentially 
the ‘mainstream’ has failed to deliver in the course of the last few decades.

Jayanta Vishnu Das is currently with the department of Cultural Studies, Tezpur University, 
Assam as an Assistant Professor. With a PhD in Cultural Studies he has been engaged in the 
academic pursuit of understanding the relations between culture and media. Jayanta’s doctor-
al thesis was about ‘local cable channels’ as sites of producing ‘locality’. He deals with how 
media laws in India have loopholes which have allowed local production centers to thrive.   He 
is also a documentary film maker with keen interest on the current issues of North East India
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“Shifting Geo-Economic Strategies and its significance for India’s North East.”
Dr. Rakhee Bhattacharya 

School of Social Sciences I 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 

rakhee_2k@hotmail.com 
rakhee@mail.jnu.ac.in

ABSTRACT:

The rising debates in post 1990s on relocating India’s North East in the emerging East and Southeast 
Asian powers, along with the global rethinking of economic development model has expanded the 
scope of both the policy strategy and academic exercise on the region. Economic development in 
post 1990s has expanded its scope towards the parameters of human security, climate stabilization, 
green growth and regional arrangements; all of which have had a great significance for India’s North 
East. This changing perspective demands a theoretical understanding of North East India’s spatial 
and temporal significance. Along with these transitional ideas of geo-economic strategies with an 
alternative development model, India can invigorate an economic arrangement with spatial agglom-
eration of sub-Himalayan region, emphatically from its North Bengal region to the rest of the eight 
Northeastern states with its Eastern and Southeastern neighbouring nations. The changing wind is 
already in the air with India’s pronounced attempt to concretize its foreign policy since 2014. Its 
vigorous and nuanced positioning through ‘Neighbourhood first’ and ‘Act East Policy’ can no way 
ignore the North East region. Both these terminologies signify India’s shifting geo-economic policy 
strategies towards a direction, which implicitly has to make North East a ‘nodal’ space. Out of these 
seven, five important bordering nations of India share boundaries with its North East. Therefore, 
both ‘Neighbourhood first’ and ‘Act East Policy’ need to acknowledge the significance of North 
East India in this evolving geo-economy. The presentation would bring a theoretical argument to 
understand the role of new economic geography, and North East India’s location and resource spec-
ificities into it. This argument would further evolve in terms of ‘unique time’ for this region of India 
to make a paradigmatic shift from ‘security domain’ to ‘development domain’ and its role for a 
sustainable roadmap, while its neighbouring nations are making political transition.

Rakhee Bhattacharya is currently an Associate Professor at North East India Studies Programme, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University. She was an Endeavour Post-doctoral fellow in Australia and has 
worked and taught in other institutes across the country. Her research interests are development 
economics, regional economy, poverty and inequality, security issues, India’s Northeast and its 
neighbourhood. She has authored Development Disparities in Northeast India (Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 2011) and Northeastern India and its Neighbours: Negotiating Security and Devel-
opment (Routledge, 2014). In addition to this she has edited a number of volumes and has written 
many articles in both national and international journals. Her latest edited volume is Regional 
Development and Public Policy Challenges in India (Springer, 2015)
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“Motoring India’s Northeast:
Connectivity & the Significance of the BBIN Motor Vehicle Agreement (BBIN MVA)” 

Anasua Basu Ray Chaudhury 
Fellow, Observer Research Foundation

anasabasuorfonline.org

ABSTRACT:

The benefits of strengthening physical connectivity in a geographically contiguous region are 
increasingly being recognised. These links are expected to increase economic activity and peo-
ple-to-people interaction, leading in turn to regional and sub-regional integration cooperation. In 
this backdrop, the Motor Vehicle Agreement (MVA) signed among Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and 
Nepal is expected to facilitate cross-border movement of vehicles, thereby reducing cost of trans-
portation and boosting commercial ties. The four countries have taken a significant step in upgrad-
ing their bilateral relations into a diversified and constructive engagement. India views the BBIN 
MVA as the ‘overarching’ framework that will help fulfill its commitment to promoting regional 
connectivity. The country expects the agreement to help in creating transport corridors that will link 
the four countries into economic corridors, and facilitate the transit of passengers and goods along 
designated routes in the four SAARC countries. However, challenges in the implementation of the 
agreement remain, requiring careful consideration. The present deliberation examines the circum-
stances leading to the signing of the agreement and explores its implications for the eastern part of 
South Asia. Will the BBIN MVA also fulfil the larger objectives of India’s ‘Look East Policy’ with 
the northeast becoming the springboard for India’s connectivity with Southeast Asia? This question 
will be the focal point of discussion.

Anasua Basu Ray Chaudhury,Fellow, Observer Research Foundation, Kolkata holds a PhD in 
International Relations. She worked at Calcutta Research Group, and was a Visiting Fellow at Sci-
ence Po, Paris in 2012. Her interests include Borders and Boundaries, Refugees and Displacement, 
Regional Cooperation, Energy Politics, Women and Conflict Situations in South Asia. Her recent 
publications include State of being Stateless: An Account on South Asia (Orient Black Swan, New 
Delhi, 2015, co-edited with Paula Banerjee and Atig Ghosh); India-Bangladesh Connectivity: Pos-
sibilities and Challenges (ORF, New Delhi, 2015 jointly with Pratnashree Basu); Women in Indian 
Borderlands (Sage, New Delhi, July 2011, co-edited with Paula Banerjee)
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Border Haat: From Peril to Promise

ABSTRACT:

India shares more than five thousand kilometers of international border with neighbouring countries 
in North-East part of India. The proposed Paper is concerned with the understanding of the poten-
tial of border haat in engaging India’s North-East with its neighbours the within the framework of 
development. July 23, 2011, Kalaichar border haat was re-opened at Kalichar in west Garo Hills in 
Meghalaya and Baliamari in Kurigram district of Bangladesh after a gap of more than sixty years.   
This has been followed by reopening of Balat haat in East-Khasi hills(Meghalaya) and Srinagar 
and Kamalasagar haat in Tripura in 2012 along the Indo –Bangladesh border. Border haat, (weekly 
market) is a traditional place of buying and selling perishable items. Recorded history shows that 
such form of haat existed along the foothills of erstwhile Himas1 (present day Meghalaya), plain 
areas of Ahom kingdom(Assam), Tripura and Bengal(Bangladesh). The haats developed   and flour-
ished further during the consolidation of British rule and emerged as important hubs of commercial 
activities.  Haats also played an important assimilative role   as web of inter-relationship developed 
among buyers, sellers, and administrators belonging to various communities. The partition of the 
sub-continent, the subsequent political turmoil in the region   made it all the more difficult to revive 
this age old arrangement of informal trade. Though haats offer limited trading facilities in terms of 
items (few listed items produced within five kilometers radius from the haat), numbers of vendors 
(fifty-twenty five from each side),  transaction worth Rupees three to four lakhs takes place per haat 
per week. Given the context, the paper would seek to analyse how Haats may prove to be a valuable 
mechanism to boost India’s Act East initiative by laying down the foundation for `people to people 
contact’ and a shared space of co-presence and co-existence of people along the sensitive areas of 
border between India and its neighbouring countries.

Dr. Suparna Bhattacharjee.
Asst Prof, Dept of Political science

NEHU, Shillong, Meghalaya

Dr. Suparna Bhattacharjee  is the Assistant Professor of Department of Political Science 
in NEHU, Shillong, Meghalaya

  1 - The term Hima can be interpreted as political territories of clans administered by clan chiefs .
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“Economic Prosperity in the Southern Borders of Khasi and Jaintia Hills
in the Colonial and Post-Colonial Period.”

Lasoborki Pyrngap, PhD. Scholar 
Dept. of History, NEHU

pyrngaplaso@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:

Over the centuries the southern borders of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills had served as a link regions 
between the uplands of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills and the plains of the present Bangladesh. This 
geographical position contributed to a close contact and interaction of the southern borders of the 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills with the neighbouring societies. This had its impact on agriculture, trade, 
culture and others since the pre-colonial period. Therefore, this paper seeks to study the Economic 
prosperity of the people of the border areas of Khasi and Jaintia Hills in the colonial period and the 
changes in the post-colonial period. To understand the economic prosperity, we need to know the 
meanings of prosperity and economic prosperity. This paper is based on the prosperity perspective 
and empirical facts. This paper will look into the scenario of trade in the colonial period, Khasi-Jain-
tia on bigger and wider trade network, increased of demands of natural resources and produces 
from the hills in the neighbouring plains. An attempt is also made to study the change of economic 
prosperity in the southern borders of Khasi and Jaintia Hills in the post-colonial or post 1947 period. 
This paper holds that it is extremely important to have an in depth understanding of the border areas 
of Khasi and Jaintia Hills which share its international boundary with the present Bangladesh.
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“India Near Abroad Through the Lens of Land Connectivity.”

Dr. Deigracia Nongkynrih, PhD. Scholar
Dept. Of Economics, NEHU & 

Dr. Suparna Bhattacharjee, Assistant Professor
 Dept. Of Political Science, NEHU 

ABSTRACT:

Ever since the inception of the Look East Policy in 1991, there has been a gradual change in both 
the foreign and economic policy of India. The Look East Policy enunciated a marked shift in India’s 
policy to engage with her neighbours through trade and bilateral relations. The necessary condition 
for India’s success in trade and bilateral relations with her neighbours rests crucially on connectiv-
ity. The geographical proximity of the North Eastern Region (NER) with India’s neighbours gives 
a fillip in this direction. For instance, NER shares about 4500-kilometer-long international border 
with ASEAN countries. In spite of this geographical proximity trade relation between the two still 
flows mainly through sea routes. The orientation of India’s foreign policy appears to overlook this 
key potential of land connectivity. This paper, therefore, argues the need for re-examining the area 
of connectivity through the lens of land connectivity with India’s near abroad. It also seeks to cau-
tion that in the name of land connectivity, the NER should not be transformed to simply be a “trans-
mission belt” connecting India with her near abroad neighbours and bypassing the entire region.

Dr. Deigracia Nongkynrih, PhD. Scholar in the Departmenent of Economics, NEHU.
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“Beyond the Edge:
A history of building linkage crossing the periphery of Northeast India.” 

Dr. Tarun Dutta 
Assistant Professor, Dept. of History

 Assam University
duttarun796@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:

The knowledge of linkage with east and Northeast India is very antique. Accounts of travelers like 
Hieun Tsang, Historical texts like Mahabhatata, Arthasastra, Archeological evidences like Ambari 
excavation in Guwahati and several colonial records provide us the evidences of the linkage of 
Northeast India and beyond. The routes have great importance in the socio-economic and cultural 
life of the people.  Jonh M’cosh, J.F. Needham, F.W. Allen, R.B. Pemberton etc. had surveyed and 
documented some of those communication lines beyond the periphery of Northeast India which 
were earlier deals with migration, social-cultural interactions and later emphasized on commerce 
and diplomacy. Colonial motive of the surveys was to find out possible motorable commercial road 
with eastern nations and for the same they tried to link Assam to Mungkham via Hukoong Valley; 
Ledo to Sahnaw and than China etc. Their first attempt to connect China with India by rail via Patkai 
range was failed due to shortfall of fund. Later they tried to find out routes through Manipur and 
Chittangong to Burma and onwards. Though they were failed to establish a road or rail lines, their 
expeditions with the local people explored many possible ways with east. Among those routes the 
Ledo-Burma route (F.W. Allen suggested in 1919 as Hukoong valley route) was reconstructed for 
military necessities during Second World War, renamed as Stilwell Road, which had a rich history. 
The road has immense opportunity of socio-cultural and economic development of the Northeast 
Indian region, for its strategic and cartographic position, which is attempting here to discuss.

Dr. Tarun Dutta,, a recipient of ICHR-JRF in the year 2011 and UGC-AUS fellowship com-
pleted his PG from Dibrugarh University (2006), M.Phil. and Ph.D. from Assam University 
in 2009 and 2014 respectively.  Presently he teaches History in Assam University Diphu 
Campus. His areas of interest are border studies, road and communication, development and 
right based studies. He has several research paper on his interested areas and co-editor of 
a research paper collection volume “Contemporary Issues of International Relations” and 
co-author of book “Impact of Sarva Sikshya Abhiyan on marginalized. ”
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“India’s North-East:
Bridge to East Asia”

Dr. Stuti Banerjee 
Research Fellow, Indian Council of World Affairs

New Delhi

ABSTRACT:

Geographical borders are political demarcations between political entities that can act as both bar-
riers and bridges. To develop a better policy on border, one should not only look at the security 
aspect, which may call for closed borders. Nor should the emphasis only be on building open bor-
ders, which help facilitate the movement of people and goods. The nation has to build a policy that 
has to balance both aspects. Border areas have to be developed through an approach that balances 
economic, political, security and societal and cultural linkages. Borders need to be seen as facilita-
tors of exchange and they need to be transformed from underdeveloped buffers to bridges between 
neighbouring states.

The Government of India’s foreign policy has always emphasised the need for regional integration 
and cooperation, especially with a view to economic cooperation through organisations, such as the 
SAARC. Due to political reasons, SAARC has been unable to enjoy much success and this has, to 
some degree, prompted India to engage with its eastern neighbours. India has been active in such 
groupings as the ASEAN, the East Asia Summit, etc. In its focus on the Act East Policy (AEP), 
India’s northeast is the bridge to India’s eastern neighbours. 

The northeast shares more international borders than it shares national boundary and it is with this 
view that the Government of India and the Ministry of External Affairs proposed the three ‘C’s 
idea, which forms the foundation of this policy and is interlinked to each other. They are 1) Com-
merce – Trade and economic development is one the more prominent advantages of the AEP for the 
northeast as well as India. It would help reduce informal trade and bring it into the ambit of formal 
trade, generating revenue for the states of the northeast. The challenge before the state and central 
governments is that they would have to actively work to dispel the fear of the people that the north-
east would simply remain as a bridge and there would be no economic benefits to the people. This 
development in economic activities would be related to the second ‘C’ of the policy that is connec-
tivity. The flow of commerce needs connectivity, which means infrastructure development in terms 
of road, rail and air. Roads would play a critical link in the hilly terrain of the region and a robust 
network needs to be developed and maintained. This road network would also be useful from the 
perspective of security, as it would allow faster deployment of the security apparatus if so needed. 
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At the Council, Dr. Banerjee is engaged in research on US and Latin America. Her research 
interests include: Indian Foreign Policy, US foreign policy, Defence and Strategic studies and 
Nuclear security and risks.

The linkages would also be useful in terms of social development, bringing health services to remote 
areas, allowing children to travel to gain education, etc. The infrastructure development would not 
only help build linkages with the neighbouring States, but also improve link with the rest of India. 
This, in turn, would have a domino effect on the third ‘C’ or culture of the region. The movement 
of people would dispel the fear of the ‘other’. It would reduce the misconceptions and mistrust and 
help in removing the ‘us’ vs. ‘them’ ideas. The AEP will not only help India interact with its eastern 
neighbours but it provides the northeast the opportunity to steer this interaction for India.
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“Locating North East India in the Look (Act) East Policy of India.”

Dr. Saswati Choudhury
 OKD Institute of Social Change & Development 

Guwahati

Dr. Saswati Choudhury of  OKD Institute of Social Change & Development, Guwahati.

ABSTRACT:

The Look East Policy is an umbrella term which subsumes within it India’s strategic engagement 
with ASEAN and Far Eastern countries, in respect of trad e and commerce, social and cultural rela-
tions and joint military exercises. Although Government of India has recognized the importance of 
continental connectivity to SE Asia through the NE frontier, the NE Region is yet to take a center 
stage in the larger framework of the Policy. The Northeast has been an enigma for both political 
thinkers the development experts in India. The entire development paradigm for the region has 
been fraught with overwhelming security concern because of China. India’s China syndrome has 
largely clouded her development policies towards NE Region where security rather than economic 
exigencies have shaped various interventions. The classic example is the establishment of NEC as 
an advisory body for development under the Ministry of Home Affairs in 1972 to be subsequently 
elevated as a regional planning body and placed under a Ministry meant exclusively for the devel-
opment of the region.

Notwithstanding the security concerns, the region also has its own deficits in terms of weak intra-
regional connectivity, low urbanization, and weak manufacturing base and low economic growth. 
Except for the plantation and mineral oil, the region does not have any other organized manufac-
turing base although horticulture which has large potential for value addition has till date been only 
packaged as imports to processing industries outside the region. The region needs new development 
thrust to convert the land locked space to land linked space for integrating to the Indo ASEAN stra-
tegic partnership encompassing economics, socio cultural and security dimensions. While there is 
need to engage in bilateral relations for the NE India with the immediate neighbours in the ASEAN 
group, one also needs to tread the path carefully in India’s North East where traditional economic 
system coexists with modern sectors. It would be a prudent engagement once the regional economy 
of the region has been strengthened internally by a balance of both traditional and modern sector.
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“Developing India’s Future Powerhouse:
A Study of Hydropower Development in Northeast India.”

Mr. Parag Jyoti Saikia
 M. Phil, Social Sciences

 CSSS, Calcutta 

ABSTRACT:

Harnessing hydropower potential of the rivers of the northeastern region has featured prominently 
in the development agenda of India from 2001. The region which is a part of Brahmaputra river 
basin has been identified as backward but rich in terms of natural resources right from the colonial 
period. The Brahmaputra and its tributaries form a complex network of rivers and rivulets in the 
region which not only shapes the geography and ecology but also the society of the region. But the 
state understands these rivers only as sites of hydropower generation and as a result it aims to gen-
erate more than 50,000MW of electricity from the rivers of this region. Even though northeastern 
region is now seen as country’s ‘Future Powerhouse’, it has also given rise to conflicts within the 
northeastern states. Government of Arunachal Pradesh is hugely pushing for hydropower projects 
whereas people in downstream state of Assam are protesting against many of these projects fearing 
severe downstream impacts. Exporting lion’s share of the generated electricity to places outside the 
region has also come under critical scrutiny. Even though the state continues to make tall claims 
about overall development of the region through dam construction, the region and its inhabitants 
offer a very complex picture of development for the region. In the above context, this paper will aim 
to understand the discourse of hydropower development in the northeastern region.

Parag Jyoti Saikia Saikia is currently pursuing M. Phil in Social Sciences from Centre for Studies 
in Social Sciences, Calcutta. He is interested in political economy of hydropower development in 
Brahmaputra basin.
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“North East to the East:
Possibilities and opportunities of Energy trade between India and Myanmar.”

Dr. Gadde Omprasad
 Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science

 Sikkim University 
ABSTRACT:

India’s North East and Myanmar share a land border of over 1600 km and a maritime boundary 
in the Bay of Bengal. India-Myanmar relations are rooted in shared historical, ethnic, cultural and 
religious ties. As the land of Lord Buddha, India is a country of pilgrimage for the people of Myan-
mar. In spite of the fact that both the countries enjoy these the exchanges whether trade, culture, 
people-to-people, official level, are limited in the post-independence period of India because of 
various reasons. Since India is now following Act East policy, it gives an opportunity to strengthen 
its relations with Myanmar.  One of those opportunities comes from possible electricity trade and 
cooperation. Given the geographical proximity and mutual requirements/ benefits, there is an urgent 
need to prioritize the electricity trade between India’s North East and Myanmar. As the World Bank 
Report (2006) envisages, the energy trade would provide tremendous scope for regional econom-
ic development, enormous financial gains through energy trade, mainstreaming energy trade as a 
fundamental aspect of regional resource management to foster broader regional integration, more 
attractive markets for private investment, better use of global investment flows and technology 
transfers, easier integration with global markets and reduced cost of supply for all participants.

Myanmar with 60 million population and about 4000 MW of power generation lags far behind in 
reaching electricity to all corners of the society. India on the other hand looking forward to integrate 
its North Eastern region in its greater paradigm of regional cooperation vis a vis South East Asian 
countries through Act East policy. Electricity trade and cooperation in this regard can play a vital 
role. It will not only connect the regional grids of both the countries and enables exchange of elec-
tricity but also gives an opportunity to further strengthen and widen the network of connectivities 
between the countries located in the region including Bangladesh and Thailand.

At present India’s North East and Myanmar’s electric grids are not yet interconnected.  There is a 
tremendous possibility of connectivity and electricity transfers on both the sides. If there is connec-
tivity between North Eastern grid of India and North Western grid of Myanmar, that will help both 
the countries to benefit from each other. The electricity peak demand time difference and the weekly 
and seasonal holiday difference make it possible for the two countries to exchange electricity.

India’s North Eastern region and Myanmar have got huge scope for power generation from hy-
droelectric sources. Myanmar especially relies heavily on hydropower for most of its electricity 
generation (71% in 2011). There is a great scope for electricity demand in Myanmar as 51 percent 
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of its population and 71 percent of rural population still lacks access to electricity according Interna-
tional Energy Agency estimates. In addition, aging power plants and poor electricity transmission. 
Infrastructure cause severe power shortages. Consequently, traditional biomass and waste (typically 
consisting of wood, charcoal, manure, and crop residues) is widely utilized and accounts for about 
two-thirds of Myanmar’s primary energy consumption. This has provided huge scope to invest 
in more hydroelectric, natural gas, and coal-fired electric capacity, improve grid reliability, and 
promote demand management. Since India has adequate experience in these fields, it can play an 
important role in this regard and can involve North Eastern region in the development and further 
integration process.

The paper explores the possibilities of electricity trade between India and Myanmar through North 
Eastern region and also explores the mutual financial, social, strategic benefits of power trade be-
tween the countries. It will also identify economically beneficial grids and voltage transmission 
lines for such possible trade. Further it will also explore the possibilities, opportunities and benefits 
of regional cooperation and integration through bilateral electricity cooperation between India and 
Myanmar. Through this it will identify electricity as a mechanism in implementing the Act East 
policy of the Government of India.

Dr Gadde Omprasad presently working as Assistant Professor in the Department of Political 
Science, Sikkim University (Central University). He did his PhD from South Asian Division, 
School of International Studies, JNU, New Delhi. His PhD thesis is titled “Power Sector Re-
forms in India and Bangladesh 1991-2005: A Comparative Study”. He also holds an MPhil 
degree from the same institution for the dissertation titled, “World Bank Loans to India, 
198095”. He did his Masters in Political Science from University of Hyderabad. Dr Gadde 
has more than 10 years of research experience. He has been associated with various renowned 
institutions for research and project activities and visited neighboring countries on several 
occasions for research purpose..
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“Challenge of Climate Change:
Migration and Human Security.”

Ms. Bobita Lama
The National Law University and Judicial Academy, Assam 

ABSTRACT:

Climate change is a gradual long-term change in the earth’s climate.  Melting of glaciers, unseasonal 
and erratic pattern of rainfall, recurring flash floods, droughts etc. are some factor associated with 
climate change which leads to displacement and migration of human population.  The gradual pro-
cesses of Climate change resulting in climatic extremes, degradation of ecosystem and environment 
compel human population to migrate from their original place of habitation to a region with more 
conducive and adaptable environment. But Excessive migration to certain region leads to overpopu-
lation giving rise to various problem and challenges which were non- existence or negligible before. 
It renders the population more vulnerable and risk human security. Providing proper security to the 
ever growing population is becoming a major challenge. The security challenges include security of 
life, property, food, water or any other factors that are required for optimal growth and development 
of population. Increasing demand of resource are becoming limited day by day, is leading to exces-
sive competition and conflict, threatening to bring about mass poverty and hunger. Besides leading to 
increased prevalence poverty, over population has adverse impact on our effort towards sustainable 
development. Pollution, poverty and unsustainable developmental activity make an environment 
more vulnerable and degrade the existing ecosystem. Till date there has been no single unified law 
to tackle the problem arising due to climate change, even though there are various conventions on 
climate change which has resulted in the formation of institutions such as Inter Governmental Panel 
on Climate Change: the question of security of the migrant population and the global frame work 
to reduce intensity of the factors leading to climate change like carbon emission are still a matter of 
concern.  It is a high time for the world to come up with common law to mitigate Climate change.

Ms. Bobita Lama is currently pursuing in the National Law University and Judicial Academy, 
Assam.
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“Re-structuring Border Landscapes:
Political Membership and Narratives of Resistance in India’s Northeast.”

Dr. Pahi Saikia, PhD
Assistant Professor of Political Science

IIT-Guwahati

Dr. Pahi Saikia, PhD is presently working as an Assistant Professor of Political Science in 
IIT-Guwahati..

ABSTRACT:

A large part of the border studies in political geography or the field of geopolitics was concentrated 
on the nature of borders from a military point of view. In the recent decades there has been a search 
for newer approaches in border studies. From a liberal perspective, borders have been deconstructed, 
de-territorialized and dismantled. From another perspective, borders constitute bridges and points 
of contact between cultures as well as socio-political ideologies. On the contrary, there are writings, 
which partially support these discourses and instead argue in favor of borders as highly compart-
mentalized and bounded by more consolidated geopolitical landscapes. This paper contributes to the 
latter part of the debate. The paper argues that borders have become hard facts and create ‘territorial’ 
boundaries in some regions. Conscious attempts have also been made to redraw border landscapes 
and to re-define group settlement within borders through symbols, oral histories and military prac-
tices. The paper discusses the making and un-making of North-Eastern borders in postcolonial India 
and how this led to disputes of ‘political membership’ i.e. contesting expositions of inclusion and 
exclusion embedded in the discourse of governance, rights of ethnic minorities and group claims on 
power redistribution, natural resources, territory. Key words: Border studies, North-east, political 
membership, territorial boundaries.
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“Disciplining IR Study in India’s NE:
Arguing for a Human Centric Framework.”

                                                                                           Dr. Teiborlang Kharsyntiew 
Assistant Professor, Dept. of International Relations

Sikkim UniversityABSTRACT:

For the last two decades, the discipline of International relations and area studies in India has un-
dergone a sea change and gather more attention than before. Today, the discipline is taught in many 
of the central and private universities across India. This sudden interest in the discipline coincided 
with the growing profile of India as an emerging power that had its genesis in the liberalization of 
the Indian economy in 1991. With the liberalization of the economy, India’s search for new market 
began with its turning east towards its southeast neighbor. Thus, India’s Look East Policy was for-
mulated. One of the key arguments to the success of this policy is the understanding that developing 
the “peripheral” region is central to this policy. Thus, the ‘peripheral’ becomes the ‘center’ not only 
of development but also of discourse to this Look East narrative. In other words, the “peripheral cen-
ter’. Thus from the 1990s onwards, with the reformulation of India’s foreign policy, the Northeast-
ern region of India has become an area of interest to both academic and policy makers. This interest 
is more so when the region is perceived as a zone of economic convergence to ‘India’s Look East’, 
China’s Southwestern Policy and Southeast Asia’s Look West policy. Foremost to this convergence 
is the narrative of the region as an “Economic corridor” by which investment in trade, transport and 
communication became a primary priority and opening of market and improvement on physical 
infrastructures and connectivity of the region is of utmost importance. However, two decades have 
passed since the policy of Look East was initiated and the region of Northeast has not showed any 
tangible progress or benefit from this policy initiative. Neither has the center understand the region; 
nor the region is confident of its neighbor. The region still is plagued by problems of human secu-
rity like militancy, ethnic conflict, migration, low infrastructural development, labour shortage etc., 
which to large extent hamper the realization of the Look East Policy. It is in this context that the pa-
per argues for a new framework to understand the region. This can be addressed by the introduction 
of IR as a subject in universities in the region. However, if at all the study of IR is to be expanded 
in the region and the growing interest in the discipline is to be made meaningful, the subject needs 
to take into consideration the aforementioned issues of human security, rather than being dictated 
by traditional obsession with state security or carried away by the mere promises of economic de-
velopment of free trade and economic connectivities. The failure of the Look/Act East Policy today, 
that it is not able to take off is in fact a result of this separation from the issues plaguing the region.

Dr. Teiborlang Kharsyntiew, is the Assistant Professor of Department of International        
Relations in Sikkim University.
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“The Borders Within:
Shifting the Gaze in the Northeast Indian Borderland.”

                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Dr. Zhoto Sumi, PhD Scholar 

Dept. of Political Science, NEHU 
Dr Jelle J.P Wouters, PhD Scholar

 Dept. of Anthropology, NEHU

ABSTRACT:

India’s Northeast has not always been a borderland. The region has also not always been as isolated 
as it is perceived today. After all, borderlands are not natural but political creations. Today, India’s 
Northeast is conventionally portrayed as the ultimate borderland, surrounded, as it is, by five na-
tion-states and connected with mainland India only through a narrow strip of land between Nepal 
and Bangladesh. Most academic attention is directed to these international borders as is reflected in 
the majority of the publications that now appear on the region. In this paper we first adopt a histori-
cal lens to assert that the status of India’s Northeast as a borderland is a relatively recent phenome-
non. If anything, it has put a halt to brisk historical trade flows that existed across the region, a past 
economic vitality India’s Look East Policy is now trying to revitalize. We will then argue that the 
current privileging of international borders may make us lose sight of borders within the Northeast. 
Such internal borders (think about village, tribe, district, state), while perhaps often lacking the “na-
tionalist theatre” international borders display (flags, fences, check-posts, border patrols), impact 
on the lives of local communities in significant and multiple ways, which remain little understood. 
With most attention directed to connecting India’s Northeast with Southeast Asia, the fact that In-
dia’s Northeast is often internally disconnected – permit-regimes, check-posts, poor connectivity, 
border-disputes, political antagonisms – appears too often overlooked.  

Dr. Zhoto Sumi, Phd. Scholar in the Department of Political Science, NEHU.
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“Crossing Borders, Saving Life:
Violence, Migration and search for security in post-partition India”

Dr. Binayak Dutta
Faculty, Dept. of History, NEHU

ABSTRACT:

Partition, 1947, was preceded and followed by unprecedented bloodshed that left millions dead or 
homeless in Indian eastern borderlands. But there has been very little study on the same. While the 
first generation of partition scholars predominantly focused on Punjab, the second phase engaged 
with Bengal. This trajectory of partition historiography failed to note the existence of Assam as 
the other site of Partition of India. This process of subversion of the narratives from Assam and 
eastern Pakistan has led scholars to either forget Assam or to ignore her Partition experience. But 
in recent times, as the process gets corrected, a more ominous trend within the new generation of 
Partition scholars on Assam is the denial of experience of violence from East Pakistan during or 
after partition which culminated in the flight of more than a million people from their homelands. 
This absence of East Pakistan and India’s northeast from this narrative even sixty-five years after 
partition, from Partition history and the history of Partition violence needs to be interrogated. This 
paper seeks to write this partition into the history of Partition of the subcontinent, recognising the 
fact that this forgotten area and its violent experiences have deep connections with the politics of the 
north eastern region of India till the present.

Binayak Dutta is a faculty at the Department of History, North Eastern Hill University. and has 
taught at Assam University, Diphu Campus. His research interests are partition of northeast In-
dia, migration studies, memory studies on this region. He has authored Religion and Politics (Pil-
grims,2009) and History of the Judiciary in Assam (DVS Publishers,2013) & Rani Laxmipriya Devi: 
Social History of the Beltola Raj ( 2014). In addition, he has also written many articles in both 
national and international journals.
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Amb. Rajiv Bhatia, former Indian Ambassador to Myanmar,
laying down the principle tasks for the forum deliberations

Prof. Mahendra Lama, former VC to the Sikkim University,
delivering the Keynote Address for the first day of the seminar.

Prof. Ashok Dutta, Founding Director, IIM Shillong raising crucial 
questions for the Young Scholars, as a part of the Mentor’s Speak.

Shri Ajneesh Kumar, Dy DG of the ICWA
addressing the gathering at the seminar.

Shri P.P. Shrivastav, former member of the NEC,
presiding over the inaugural ceremony of the seminar.

Shri M.P. Bezbaruah, Former Member of the NEC, emphasizing 
on the translation of the LEP to AEP, during the Mentor’s Speak.
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Ms. Renee Lulam, Independent Researcher, Shillong bringing 
forth how Community Connections operate in the Digital Age, in 

the Mizo society.

Dr. Rakhee Bhattacharjee, JNU, New Delhi, delivering the special 
lecture on Shifting Geo-Economic Strategies and its significance for 

India’s NER, as chair Dr. Sreeradha Dutta, looks on.

Dr. Sreeradha Dutta, Director, MAKAIAS, Kolkata speaking 
about the problem of informal border trade in the NER, during 

Mentor’s Speak. 

Dr. Jayanta Vishnu Das, Dept. of Cultural Studies, Tezpur 
University presenting his paper on Local Media as a Created Site. 

Dr. Suparna Bhattacharjee, Dept. of Political Science, NEHU 
talking on Border Haats, as the panel looks on.

Chair for session on Border Management, Connectivity, Borders as 
Prosperity Zones, Dr. Anasua Basu Ray Choudhuri, Fellow, ORF, 
Kolkata; speaking on Motoring India’s NE with regard to Connec-
tivity and the Significance of the BBIN Motor Vehicle Agreement.
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Dr. Lasoborki Pyrngap, Dept. of History, NEHU presenting on 
Economic Prosperity in the Southern Borders of Khasi and Jaintia 

Hills in the Colonial and Post-Colonial Period.

Dr. Stuti Banerjee, Research Fellow, ICWA talking about how 
India’s North-East can act like a Bridge to East Asia. 

Dr. Saswati Choudhury, OKD Institute of Social Change & 
Development, delivering her special lecture on locating NE India 

in the LEP/ AEP of India.

Dr. Tarun Dutta, Dept Of Economics, NEHU, taking the attendees 
through a history of building linkage crossing the periphery of 

NER India.

Prof. Sajal Nag, Presidency University, Kolkata starting off the 
second day of the seminar.

Mr. Parag Jyoti Saikia, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, 
Calcutta presenting a Study of Hydropower in India as scholars 

and dignitaries listen in. 
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Dr. Om Prakash Gadde, Dept of Political Science, Sikkim 
University speaking of the possibilities of energy trade between 

India and Myanmar.

Dr. Pahi Saikia, Asst. Prof. of Political Science, IIT-Guwahati 
during the delivery of her special lecture on Restructuring Border 

Landscapes- Political Landscapes and narratives of resistance.

Dr. Zhoto Sumi, Dept of Political Science, NEHU, presenting on 
the dynamics of Borders and Borderlands within the NER.

Ms. Bobita Lama, NLUJA, Assam bringing up the challenges of 
Climate Change on Migration and Human Security.

Dr. Teiborlang Kharsyntiew, Dept. of International Relations, 
Sikkim University arguing about the need for a Human Centric 

Framework in IR Studies of India’s Northeast.

Dr. Binayak Dutta, Dept of History, NEHU speaking about the
Violence, Migration and Search for security in post-partition 

northeast India.
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Professor S. K. Srivastava, VC, NEHU, delivering the Chief Guest 
Address for the second day of the National Seminar.

Professor Imdad Hussain, Retd. Prof., Dept. of History, NEHU,
delivering the Valedictory Speech for the two-day National Seminar.

Discussions in full swing at the Young Scholar’s Forum National 
Seminar held at the Asian Confluence, Shillong.

The young and the experienced debating and discussing issues 
plaguing North East India, at 

the Young Scholar’s Forum National Seminar.

Dr. B. B. Dutta, former Rajya Sabha M.P.,
making his observatory remarks on the seminar.

Vote of Thanks being given out by Dr. Binayak Dutta, coordinator 
of the Young Scholars Forum.
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